FOUNDATIONS  OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
reactionary hysteria. By Mr. Pitt's Government, the war
had been started on particularly safe and orthodox lines,
and it had seemed the simplest matter in the world, with
most of Europe for allies, to repeat Chatham's plan of
keeping the French busy in Europe while England
pocketed all that was left of their empire overseas. It was
only gradually that the full seriousness of the situation
began to be unmasked. It was an utterly new sort of
France that had arisen out of the ashes of the old regime,
the new and frightful phenomenon of a nation in arms,
out to win as no opponent had ever been before, and with
resources such as not even Louis XIV, driven to bay,
had proved capable of mobilizing.
What had begun as a parade march of seasoned regulars
on a mob-defended capital developed into a counter-
offensive destined, before its force was spent, to over-
whelm every capital from Moscow to Lisbon in a series
of wars that were really successive spasms of one. Four
times did this new France dictate a victorious peace to
every enemy that dared to challenge her, and each succes-
sive peace left her with frontiers fantastically expanded,
and more unquestionably than ever supreme over the
Continent of Europe. But always there remained un-
conquered and defiant the island on her flank, and
never, except during one brief interval of truce, did the
stranglehold of its sea power for a moment relax. It was
as if, in some unrecorded episode of the Arabian Nights,
an otherwise irresistible champion had been forced to
encounter successive relays of enemies with the Old Man
of the Sea irremovably fastened on to his back.
But that is to embrace the whole contest in one retro-
spective view, which was beyond the scope of Pitt, or
any of those who bore the brunt of the first heart-breaking
years of frustration and disillusionment. For them,
there was scarcely any relief from a series of accumulating
disasters from which no human power could certainly
have foreseen a victorious issue. For, even in the light
of our present knowledge, there is no warrant for asserting
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